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I am an international student from Shanghai, China. After my father managed to secure my student visa
to attend San Francisco Christian School in San Francisco, California, I came to the United States to seek

my education. I graduated high school with honors and then went to Skyline College.

Many people asked me why I decided to attend community college, even though I was accepted to some
four-year universities. The biggest reason is that community college suits me better, from both the per-
spectives of education and socially. The class size was much smaller for a teacher to put more attention
on every single student; the class session was shorter, but more doable for students to absorb everything;
and the classmates were more approachable to help each other. I also realized that America is a country
full of opportunities for students—you can transfer to anywhere at any time if you want. Therefore, why
not saving some money during the first two years when taking most general education courses? The
other reason for me to go to a community college is that although my father has been living in the States
for a while, he was still not adequate in English and needed my help for many things. I didn’ t feel reas-
sured enough to leave him alone, so I attended to Skyline College which is right next to my house and
this allows me to go home every day to take care of my dad.

After all these persuasive reasons and being there for two years, Skyline did not disappoint me: it taught
me so much and prepared me thoroughly for a four-year university. Here I learned to be independent

from instructors, self-learning, and being one-hundred percent dedicated in every class.

Besides education here at Skyline, talking about my own experience, being a leader at school gives me
good practice opportunities. When I first initiated the formation of Skyline International Affairs Student
Club, challenges were surely there, including piles of paperwork, membership recruitment, and balancing
between study and activities. But I found there were actually tons of people to help! Series of leadership
practices, workshops, and organizations like career center were willing to assist you to be a better self at

any time.

Now talking from my stance as a transferred student here at UC, I didn’ t regret going to Skyline College
for the first two years and indeed, I totally recommend students doing so. I sincerely feel these skills I
learned at Skyline assisted me to excel after I transferred. To complete my education and achieve my
degree, community college surely armed me well with a solid suit which prepared and protected me

during future battles in a huge university.
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